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(FALCO SPARVERIUS.) 





NE of the best 
known as well 
as the smallest 
and most 
handsome 
of American 
hawks is the 
Sparrow Hawk. 
the entire area 





It 
of temperate North America, breed- 
ing in suitable localities from Maine 


ranges over 


to California and from the fur 
countries southward into Mexico. 
Itis reported as rare in most parts 
of New Engijand, though there are 
certain sections where it is fairly 
common. In the mountains of the 
West and in most parts of the 
South itis abundant, and at certain 
times of the year is common On the 
Great Plains. Jn winter a few 
hardy individua!s remain in south- 
ern New England and N.Y., but the 
species is not common as a winter 
resident until the latitude cf Mary- 
land and Virginia is reached ; thence 
southward it becomes more and 
more plentiful. Along the Pacific 
coast it winters considerably 
further north thanin the Kast. 

The Sparrow Hawk is almost ex- 
clusively insectivorous except when 
insect food is difficult to optain. 
In localities where grasshoppers and 
crickets are abandant these hawks 
congregate, often in moderate-sized 
flocks, and eat to their capacity. 
Rarely do they touch any other 
form of food until, either by ad- 

vanced season or from other natural 








causes, the grasshopper crop is so 
lessened that their hunger cannot 
be satisfied without tiring exertion. 
Then other kinds of insects and 
other forms of life contribute to 
their fare ; and beetles, spiders, mice, 
shrews, small snakes, lizaras, or 
even birds may be required to 
bring up the balance. 

It is wonderful how the birds can 
discover the half-concealed semi- 
dormant insects, which in color so 
closely resemble the ground or 
dead grass. Whether they are 
attracted by a slight movement, or 
distinguish the form of their prey 
as it sits motionless, is difficult to 
prove, but in any case the acute- 
ness of their vision is of a character 
which we are unable to duly appreci- 
ate. Feeding on insects so exclusiv- 
ely as they do, with untiring energy, 
it is presumed that they destroy a 
considerable agi of beneficial 
kinds, as weil as spiders, which 
they find in the Baie localities as 


grasshoppers. However, examina- 
tion of their stomach contents 


shows the number to be so very 
small in comparison with that of 
the noxious species, that itis hardly 
worth considering. After the se 
vere frosts of autumn and in wibDter, 
when insect life is at its lowest 
pumber, the FALCO SPARVERIUS de- 
votes more time to the capture of 
mice and small birds. The birds 
which they capture at this time are 
mostly ground-dwelling species, 
which simulate the movements of 
mice by running in or by the dry 
grass and weeds. They are mostly 
sparrows, more or less seed - -eating, 
and hence not among the species 
most beneficial to the’ agriculturist 
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At this season it is @ common oc- 
curence to see sparrow hawks sit- 
ling on the poles over hay stacks, 
or Stationed where they can com- 
mand a good yiew of the surround- 
ings of a hay mow or grain Crib, 
ready at any moment to drop upon 
the mouse that is unfortunate 
enough to present himself. In 
this manner they manage to de- 
stroy a great Dumber of mice dur- 
ing the colder months. 

In the opinion of many peo})le, 
unaccountable as it may appear, 
the benefit accruing from the de- 
struction of a great number of 
mice or Other injurious mammals 
or insects by hawks does not offset 
the damage done by the capture 
of one bird or chicken. This, of 
course, is not the case with those 
intelligent farmers who recognize 
the benefit done-by this little hawk 
and are not prejudiced against it 
if 18 exacts a moderate interest 
now and then in the shape of a 
young chicken or bird. 

In May and June, when the 
hawks are busy hatching their 
eggs and rearing their young, there 
is less time for them to procure 
their fayorite food. It is during 
this period, as we might expect, 
that a yery large proportiou of the 
birds which they capture in the 
course of the year is taken. It is 
also at this time that we hear com- 
plaints of their depredations in the 
poultry yard. 

The sparrow hawk builds its 
nests in hollows of trees, either in 
natural excavations or in holes 
made by the larger woodpeckers. 
The cavity chosen is usually a 
considerable distance from the 
ground, rarely under 20 feet and 
often in the tops of the highest 
trees. In the West, on account of 
its mode of nesting, the species is 
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more or less restricted in the breed: 
ing season to the vicinity of timber, 
though in some localities it nests 
in Cavities in limestone cliffs or 
in holes made by _ kingfishers in 
the sand banks. It has been 
stated that occasionally the de- 
serted nests of crows or other birds 
are made use of, but this habit 
must be extremely rare, 

In Florida it begins to breed 
early in March; in the latitude of 
New York about. the middJe of 
May, and in the northern part of 
its range it is probably June be- 
fore the eggs are deposited. The 
number of eggs in one nest is 
usually tive, rarely more. 


Steller’s Jay 


(C. STELLERI.) 


In Yamhill county, Steller’s Jay 
is one of our commonest as well as 
handsomest of birds, It is very 
common from fall until spring, when 
most of them go back in the foot- 
hills and mountains to breed, only 
a few pairs remaining in the valley. 

Though c, STELLERI is so pretty 
flying through the air, uttering his 
loud metallic notes, he does not 
appeal to the farmer’s sense of the 
beautiful, for he has a reputation 
of pulling up grain and eating fruit. 
So instead of being admired for his 
beantiful plumage and_ graceful 
movements, as I think he should be, 
he is persecuted by the farmer. 

During my first collecting season 
in Oregon, in 1891, I obtained a 
set of eggs of this species very 
easily, One day in early spring I 
saw two Jays flitting trom branch 
to branch in a big fir tree, uttering . 
a low guttural noise. Presently 
one went to its nest, which was 
50 feet high, at the top of a link, iu 
a thick bunch of foliage. A person 
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could have looked mght at it and 
not have noticed it unless he knew 
the nest was there. April 5th, the 
nest was complete; April 14th, the 
first egg was laid, and on April 
20th, I took a beautiful set of five 
eggs. When I identified them and 
learned that the eggs were rare, I 
thought that I would have a great 
bonanza in. the near future, as the 
birds were so common and I had 
already obtained one set so early 
and soeasily. But, as an instance 
of the disappeintments of an oolo— 
gist, let me remark that I have not 
since foucd anothernest. This nest 
would, perhaps, have been called 
bulky, but it was well and sub- 
stantially made of sticks, twigs and 
dry moss and lined with fine black 
rootlets. It measured 9 inches 
across the outside, 6 inches high, 34 
inches across the inside and 2 inches 
deep. ‘The eggs were pale green, 


finely speckled with brown and 
obscure purple. Average size 
1523 x .88. 


Although I have had a good mapy 
boys collecting for me, I have ob- 
tained but two good sets in twe years 
from them, One containing four 
eggs I obtained last year, the eggs 
being about the same as the ones 
above described. ILalso had another 
set of four brought to me, but they 
were too far advanced in incubation 
to save, The eggs were spotted and 
blotched: heavily, much resembling a 
crow’s egg. 

T have aset of four collected by 
Teddie Loban, May 16th, this vesr. 
Though late when collected, the 
eggs were fresh, and are a fine set, 
-As to the nest I can give only the 
information contained in the data: 
“Nest made of small sticks and Jined 
with hair, placed in a fir tree well 
out on atimb.” The eggs are pale 
green, finely speckled with olive 
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brown and obscure lavender, ‘They 
are rather pointed at the smaller 
ends... Sizeseeb-3b x 89). 1.39, x:.85, 
1.30x .88 and 1.23 x ,90. 

Those who are acquainted with 
the Blue Jay of the East, will not 
be surprised at the cunninguess of 
C. STELLERI. My friend, Mr. E. M, 
Loban, states that he has seen these 
Jays come swooping down on a flock 
of hens that were feeding, and, mak- 
ing a noise resembling a _ hawk, 
scare all the hens away. Then the 
Jay alights and helps himself to the 
food that the hens left. 

There were a pair of Jays that 
nested near here this year, but I 
did not find the nest, not even after 
the eggs had been hatched, partly 
on account of the Jay’s cunningness 
and partly, I suspect, on account of 
my stupidress. When going to 
school last spring, several mornings 
Isawa Jay with material for a nest 
in its beak. Of course, I watched 
it as I was sure cf another nest. 
The Jay, however, didn’t like the 
notion of showing me her nest, so 
she jumped around from bush to bush, 
and ovresently she did not have 
auything in her beak; then she flew 
to a neighboring big fir tree, uttering 
notes of defiance, it seemed to me, 
This was repeated several times, 
always with the same result. I 
looked the fir tree through but found 
nothing, ARTHUR L. Pope. 

McMinnville, Ore. 





A Letter from John M. Bloss. 


CoRVALLIS, Ore., July 7, 1894. 
G, B, CHENEY, Oregon City, Ore, 

DEAR Sir: —All of our people here are 
very much interested in the success of your 
enterprise and will assist you in pushing 
forward the work. Yours very truly, 


JouHN M, BLoss, 
President State Agricultural College, 
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SALUTATORY. 
We present to you with pleasure Vol. I 
No. I of the OREGON NATURALIST, 
we hope will meet 





which 
your approval. ‘The 
matter of starting a Natural History paper on 
the Pacific Coast has been given careful 
consideration and we predict that it 
be of interest to Eastern Naturalists 


as Western, 


will 
as well 
up this 


time or 


To enlarge and build 
periodical will be our aim, and no 


NATURALIST. 


means will be spared in making it one of 
the best. 
The 


engravings 


with wood 
prominent 
of this paper in all future issues, which 
will add greatly to its appearance and value, 

The interest of our patrons is OUR interest 


——it is our desire that their investments with 


illustrating of articles 


will be a feature 


us should yield the largest returns—and in 
executing their orders we endeavor to omit 
nothing in the way of effort and watchfulness 
that will tend to that result. 

We have come to stay, and the 


assistance of your patronage we can make it a 


with 


decided success. 
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fe? SUBSCRIBE now! 
* * 


x 
THE columns are open’ to correspondence 
from the Pacific to the Atlantic coasts, 


Se 
* 
x» 


os 


Now is the time when the collector can find 
the 
successful one or not. 


out. whether season has been a 


Ip any person should receive this number 


who is not interested in Natural ITlistory 


kindly hand it to a friend who is. 


» 


™. 
We 


of 


send in copy at once. 


* 


ADVERTISERS desirous space in our 


next issue should 
See special rates in another column, 
ww % 
SEND in accounts of your collecting trips 
or an article on some bird familiar to your- 


self. It will be of interest to others, 


Ir is at the time of the first beautiful days 
of autumn the woods are peculiarly attractive. 
Then do we see the foliage in a]] its maturity 
of perfection, and the gorgeous flowers of the 
One who saunters- 
with his eyes open can at all seasons perceive 
Autumn is the time the 
exhuberance of the perfect year especially 


period with added beauty. 


and comment, 


“tempts the wood-lover, 


THE OREGON NATURALIST. - 


ATTENTION is called tothe ad, of F. H. 
Lattin & Co., of Albion, N. Y., wko have 
wel] established reputation. 

% ¥, % 

SUBSCRIBE for the OREGON NATURALIST 
now and take advantage of the low sub- 
scription price. Send us 25¢ for a trial sub- 
scription one year. 

i é * 

WHEN answering advertisements always 
mention that you saw the ad. in the OREGON 
NATURALIST, and you will do us a favor as 
well as the advertisers. 

s 5 * 

TAXIDERMISTS are earnestly requested to 
contribute to that department of the Naru- 
RALIST, All students of Natural History 
‘should have a knowledge of this art, 

ed Bop 

P. B, RANDOLPH, secretary of the Young 
Naturalists’ - Society, of Seattle, Washington, 
says that the society 


expectS to do 


siderable work this fall and winter, 
* * 
* . 
WE wish to make an apology for this num- 
ber being almost exclusively of an ornitholo- 


gical and oological nature, but, however, we 


con- 


promise you a little more variety 1n future 


issues, 


WE are trying hard to please our Nature 
loving friends and if only half of those who 
receive sample copies send us 25 cents for 
a year’s subscription we will feel almost 
certain that our efforts are appreciated, 


* * 


* 
As THE world grows older, and as the 


generations pass away and their places are 
taken by the rising generation, science pro- 
gresses; anl the mysteries that puzzled the 
alchemists of the middle ages are now made 
clear by new light, shed by the investigations 
made in the general advance of science. But 
‘science is stillin its youth, and its alphabet 
is hardly learned. As we turn over the pages 
of the book of Nature the mind is bewildered 
with the magnitude and splendor of the study, 


PUBLISHERS who want to exchange with 
this paper send copy marked ‘X;”’ also 
advertising space exchanged. 

x % 


™M“ 
os 


meteorites 
could dispose of them by writing to Edwin 


PARTIES having in possession 


EK, Howell, Washington, D. C., who pays a 
liberal] price for the same, See advertise- 


ment in another column, 


To all interested in Nature and the col- 
lection of specimens we would say that we 
We hope 


to continually improve our magazine so that 


earnestly solicit your subscriptions, 


you will be well repaid, 
* * 


AA 
- 


We print several thousand copies of this 
issue and that number is sent to Naturalists 
apd Collectors in every state of the Union 
and to foreign countries, We have placed 
the subscription price VERY LOW—in reach 
of ALL, 


Die Me 
“Ws “ 


% 

Every Naturalist and Collector in America 
who wants to learn a few points from the Paci- 
fic coast, the land of stinshine, birds and flow- 
ers, as well as other portions of the United 
should subscribe for the OREGON 


NATURALIST, 


States, 
It will surely repay you the 
small subseription price, 
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% 
WHETHER walking in the field or in the 
forest, in the meadow or by the brookside, one 
cannot help but notice the peculiarities of 
This is 
in all probabilities more noticeable in birds 


instinct manifested in animal] life, 


because they are more domestic and inore is 
seen of them. 


* * 


We will not insert advertisements in this 
paper that we know are from irresponsible 
parties, If one gains admittance in any way, 
We do not de- 


any such firms and will do our 


it will be speedily dropped, 
sire to aid 
best to protect our readers, 


or 


THE ocean, as wel] as land, has different 
b otanica] regions; and changes of vegetation 
are observed with the depth analogous to the 
variations of terrestrial] plants with the 
hight. Marine vegetation has its vertical 
extent determined by the range of light and 
water, 

* * % 

Ir has been truly said that there is nothing 
like the cash principle in al] business enter- 
prises, and, with the desire that the OREGON 
NATURALIST be started on a true business 
basis, we cannot keep accounts with sub- 
scribers, Cash with the order, is the only 
plan on which such a publication can succeed. 


* 
‘‘A Sketching Trip in the Woods,’’ 
which will be illustrated with several 


engavings from sketches of bird life, and 
“The Black Tern,’ also illustrated, by 
Rudolph M. Anderson, Forest City, Iowa; 
‘‘Nesting Habits of the Least Vireo,” by \ 

W. Owen, Los Angeles, California; ‘‘Botany 
of Oregon;” ‘Entomology of Oregon,’’ and 
“Archeology of Oregon City,’’? with illus- 
trations of a few of the 330,000 arrowheads 
found near the mouth of one creek, are 
some of the articles that will appear in the 
October number, 


A NORTHWESTERN ORNITHOLO- 
GISTS’ ASSOCIATION, 


The organization of a N. O, A. on the 
to the states of Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho, has been discussed by 
severa] Ornithologists and Oologists, ‘Those 
who have considered the subject are decidely 
in favor of such an organization and promise 


a great interest in the same, The parties 
who are in favor of the objects and aims of an 
association in the Northwest, should do their 
utmost in helping it along, and, those 
who desire light on the subject towards or- 
ganizing in the near future, are invited to 
correspond with Arthur L. Pope, McMinn- 
ville, Oregon, 

Such an association as mentioned above 
the Northwest has been greatly in need of 
and we predict that the benefits derived 
from the same will not be limited. 


Coast, include 
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Maryland Yellowthroat. 


(GEOTHLYPIS TRICIAS, ) 


A very interesting and quite common bird 
in most localities from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific and winters from. the southern border 
Southward, This well-known bird arrives 
in breeding localities about the oth of May and 
after a brief time in selecting a nesting site, at 
once commences building, During the in- 
cubating period, the female is seldom seen, 
unless a close approach to the nest, where al- 
most the whole time is occupied is made, and 
even then as soon as the nest is touched she 
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Maryland Yellowthroat, male, natural size: 


—~*. 











will vanish in the woods, The males may 
beseen frequently, but not in the locality of 
the nest, which, together with the fact of 
it being placed on the ground in the woods at 
the foot of a bush, and, being sometimes 
domed over, renders the nest not an easy mat- 
ter tofind. The nest is chiefly made of bark, 
and lined with a few horsehairs and located in 
the usual place which this bird chooses—on 
the ground at the foot of a smal] bush, It 
is considered rather bulky, for so small a 
bird, and the dark lining usually well sets off 
the beautiful pinkish tinted eggs, which are 
covered with brownish red spots, especially 
forming a ring at the larger end, Number 
of eggs inset usually from 4 to 6, averaging 
in Ee .60 x .70 Be POR REY 5° 55° 
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An investment in 

land in or near 

ieee eae City may 
nda- 


rove the fou 
tion of your future prosperity. rar information 
address G. R, DeVore, Oregon City, Ore, 
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Notes from Multnomah County. 


ee 


Within the space of this short article I 
merely wish to give a few facts in regard to the 
nesting habits of three of the more common 
birds of this county as I have found them dur- 
ing my first season in Oregon, I do not, by 
any means, assume that these notes could not 
be extended or greater difference found in the 
way of dates and peculiarities, in fact, it was 
my intention to simply outline the breeding 
habits of the several] species in an intelligent 
manner, and, which I hope, may be of some 
pecuniary value to more Eastern collectors 
and perhaps draw the attention of some of 
the local oologists, who have not already 
gained the small amount of knowledge. 
I have arranged the following species accord- 
ing to their order of abundance, as it appeared 
to me; aiso according to the A, O. U. 
check list. 


GAMBEL’S SPARROW, 


This is by far the most plentifully  dis- 
tributed sparrow in this locality, breeding in 
every suitable place. The nest is usually 
placed on the ground, but often among the 
weeds and not infrequently in smal] trees, 
rarely 6 feet in height. Of twenty-five nests 
located this season in this vicinity, seven 
were in Weeds, four were in firs and four- 
teen were Ga the ground, The nest is com- 
posed of grasses and lined with hair, which 
varies greatly in quantity in different nests, 
and is sometimes Jaid ona platform of twigs» 
especially if in trees, 

The completement of eggs varies from 3 to 
5. I havecollected sets of 3 and 4, but never 
of 5, and of 12 nests taken, 10 were of 4 and 
2 of 3. The ground color is pale greenish 
blue, spotted and splashed with lines and 
umber brown and sometimes a line or so of 
black, The markings are usually heaviest 
on the larger end; yet I have a set which 
are uniformly spotted, though, as a rule, a 
set like this is rare. 

I haye in mind an instance where a nest 
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was taken by Rey Stryker, of Milwaukie, 
Oregon, which contained three eggs of the 
Gambel’s Sparrow and three more of the 
Rusty Song Sparrow; which owned the nest 
or how it came about, I have never ascer- 
tained. 

The size of specimens varies from .95 to .82 
in length and .69 to .63 in width, while an 
average egg measures about .89x.65. Nests 
may be found as early as April 28th—possibly 
earlier—and fresh eggs can be taken as late as 
July ist, though most breed during the firs 
two weeks in May. 

OREGON JUNCO. 

This bird is comparatively common here 
throughout the year, but more abundant in 
the winter months. They commence nesting 
early in April, varying, of course, as to length 
of the rainy season and the Jast brood is not 
hatched til] the middle and even the last of 
June, while fresh eggs of some tardy ones are 
found as late as the middle of July. I have 
in mind now a set of 4 eggs being taken by 
A. L. Pope, of Yamhill county, as recorded 
inthe July number of “The Ovlogist.”’ 

Three broods are surely raised and some 
claim four, which may be the case where fresh 
eggs are taken in July. 

The nest is composed of grasses, loosely 
placed together and lined with more or less 
cow hair, They are situated in various lo- 
cations—too numerous to describe, Many 
are found in the grass, sheltered by a weed or 
tuft of grass; while many are found along the 
shelves of railway-cuts, and a very common 
Place for a nesting site is among the dead 
sweat-fern leaves, of which a great many 
nests are partly composed, The nest, in gen- 
eral, greatly resembles the nest of the Gam- 
bel’s sparrow, but is a trifle smaller, 

The eggs are almost always four in number, 
sets of five being extremely rare, and, at pres- 
ent, I know of but one set of five ever taken, 
of which I have any detailed account. The 
ground color varies from a greenish toa bluish 
white, which is marked and wreathed with 


10 


Different sets 
show a great contrast as to coloring, but all 


vinaceous and umber brown, 


have the same general features in regard to 
shape. Size of the eggs varies from .80 to .74 
in length and .60, possibly, .61 to .56 in 
width. Twelve specimens offer an average 
size of ,77-x 057. 

THE RUSSET-BACKED.THRUSH, 

The last species which I sha]l describe is 
certainly the most beautiful of the trio, The 
song, which can always be heard from the 
near vicinity or any creek or pond is extremely 
musical, possessing a peculiar tinkle or rat- 
tle, which is repeated two or three times, then 
decreases to a low tri]] til] it is blended into 
an echo. This is repeated at intervals of 
about a quarter of a minute and may be heard 





Seer ee 


most any time of the day, but generally heard 


at daybreak and twilight. The alarm note 


is very difficult to describe, sounding greatly 
like the syllables—QUuUIA, QUIA, repeated at 
incervals of a few seconds, greatly resem- 
bling the alarm of the Brown Thrasher, but 
not so abrupt and sharp—more soft and com- 
plaining. 

This species is very plentifully distributed in 
its favorite abodes, breeding in dense thickets 
of maple and willow, with some few ex- 
ceptions where it has been found breeding 
in orchards, 

The nest is composed mostly of moss with 
a little grass and leaves, while the lining is 
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always of leaves. It is as large as an aver- 
age Robin’s nest outside, but the inside 
diameter is smaljer, but taking the whole 
nest in consideration, I think it is rather large 
for the size of the bird, It varies in height 
from 2 to g feet and quite often on a hori- 
zontal limb, 

Four eggs are laid, of greenish blue, and 
different sets present a difference in shade; 
some quite dark, while others resemble the 
pale blue of the Bluebird’s egg, Some are 
regularly spotted all over the entire surface, 
There are a few spotted with great blotches 
over a few fine specks, while others are 
hardly marked at all; but most are marked 
with medium spots of yellow and dark 
brown, most of which are at the larger end, 
The average size of eight specimens, com- 
posing. two sets of four each, is .94x ,66. 

D, FRANKLIN WEEKs, 
Portiand, Multnomah county, Oregon, 


Kildeer, natural size. 


The Kildeer Plover. 


(OXYECHUS VOCIFERUS.) 


PALL oe 








The famihar Kildeer is so-called on ac- 
count of its cry, which resembles the word 
kill-deer’, Thetird is about to inches long; 
extent of wings, 20 inches; bill 3¢ inches 
long, The head is quite smal]; neck short; 
budy rather slender; wings reaching to the 
end of the tai); feet long and slender, The 
bil] is black, and the feet grayish-blue, There 
is a black ring around the neck anda wide 
band of the same coloron the breast. 














7% eee Se 2 TIE. 


“Webb, under the firm of F, H. 
x ee, 


The eet is-comimon throughout his United 
“Stites, being. most abundant inland. They go 
J South in Sep te miber , and return quite early 1 an 
~ the spring. It is-sard that smal] flock s, when 
~ feeding, alw ays post a sentinel t--warm them 
of danger. 
elds, 


places, 


‘Their chief resorts are new-plowed 
the banks of rivers and around marshy 

‘They feed chiefly on worms, 
fhebt is strong 
cand rapid, and their speedin running is very 
_ great, 
ground ana fitter amurmuring note; but when 


pass - 
“hoppers and beetles. Their 
When undisturbed, they ‘rup along the 


frigh tened, they take wing and hive a shrill, 
“havsh enye< ear 
‘They begin to build about the tust of May, 
oe rear two broc ds inaseason, Ihave found 
“fresh eggs on the Sth of May, and the latest 
“set taken was o the Sth of fuly. 
are very simple, beinzonly a hoflow in’ the 
filled 


The ewes are 


Their nests 


~ ground, about the size of one’s hand. 


swith chips or pieces of bark. 


-fourin number, of a dark clay color thickly | 


spetted with varying shades of browu and 
eee 


me, I find ‘the average dimensions to be L564 


From about twenty specimens before 
“inches long by 1,12 broad. ‘The nest and egys 
are so near the color of the ground that they 
“vare very hard, almost inposstble to find, aud 

~T have walked overa nest several times before 
“finding it. 
“inty a ploughed ficld and sudderly fire a gun: 


A good way to finda nest is to go 


“when thedird wil} often fly dircetly from the 
* Be et 2 ae ; dis 








ee oe eA Patintion 
In the. August number of the “Oologist” 


av iste tien announcement appeared, aid ak 


: arating the yrrti ‘urship lately existing “be- 


Frank ~ -H. Lattin and Walter. Be 


Lattin & 
by metual corse t.. Mr. Webb takes 
the stock” of eggs, skins, minerals, supplies 
and general asscrtment fof curios, and Mr. 
Lattin retains the -Oclegist, the stcres and 
- stock at Chautauqua, N, Y., ard a complete 


tween 


Ty _ wholesale stock of shells, curies, and resort 
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‘Paid — for methont oc of all kinds. New and 
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Systematic Collections. 
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Washington 
G4 24 ye ae io oe . a 
Collectioms.’’ 
No- 1. * Just introduced jnto the Washing tin 


Schools, contains twenty minerals and twenty rocks 
in neat case with loose fragments of same, 2. 


Kdwin i. Howell. 


612 17th St. N. WwW, Washington, D. 6 


BIRDS’ EGGS.---- 


A Collection of Sets with original datas 
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them are’ 325—337—349—352- 368-375 — 
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Fossils, MES taxidermy. Catalogue 
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12 THE OREGON NATURALIST. 


2000 New Subscribers Wanted ! 


— FOR T 





uf 




















~ = DURING THE ‘NEXT 90 DAYS! 
1 eee s 5: 


And in order to obtain them we make the following hibeea! ae 


inducement: 


To the persons sending in the largest number of subscriptions to 
the OrEGon Natura ist before the 25th day of November, Bake we 
will send postpaid the following prizes: 


Ist. Set 4 Chestnut-Collared Longspur, with data. 


2d. One Doz-n Fine Steroscopic Views uf Oregon Scenery. 


3 One Oological Specimen of each the Américatésineeed Grebe: Fama 
& 


Chestnut-Collared Longspur and Prairie Horned Lark. 
Ath. Ohe-half Dozen Steroscopic Views of Oregon Scenery. 


Ath, To the Next Five, Three Views. Each. 


6th. To the Next Twelve, One View Each. 
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Exchanges’ Wants 


‘IN this department ‘‘Wants’’ and ‘‘Exchanges’’ 
will be inserted at the rate of 14g cent for each word. 
To.g or short notices at same rate. Notices which 
are indirect methods of obtaining cash purchases can-- 
not be admitted under the above head, Cash must 
accompany all orders. 








SPHALERITE, albite, alalLaster, obsidian, galena 
malachite anil other minerals for minérals. 
Fred Eastman, 813 North 33d St ,@vmaha, Neb. 





WANTED 1060 Brd Points at once. Send 
by mail with lowest price. Cash or good ex- 
change, and Helix shells for sale. G. W. 
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Birds. 





FROM “THE PELICAN ISLAND.” 


—_— 


—Birds, the free tenants of land, airand ocean, 
Their forms all symmetry, their motions grace; 
In plumage, delicate and beautiful, 

Thick without burden, close as fishes’ scales, 

Or loose as full-blown poppies to the breeze, 

With wings that might have had a soul within them, 
They bore their owners by such sweet enchantment, 


— Birds, small and great, of endless shapes and 
_ colors, 

Here flew and perched, there swam and dived at 
pleasure; 


Watchful and agile, uttered voices wild 

And harsh, yetin accordance with the waves 
Upon the beach, the winds in caverus moaning, 
Or winds and waves abroad upon the water. 

Some sought their food among the finny shoals, 
Swift darting from the clouds, emerging soon 

With slender captives glittering in’ their beaks; 
These in recesses Of steep crags constructed 

Their eyries inaccessible, and trained 

Their hardy broods to forge in all weathers: 

Others, more gorgeously apparelled, dwelt 

Among the woods, on nature’s dainties feeding, 
Herbs, seeds, and roots; or, ever on the wing, 
Pursuing insects through the boundless air: 

In hollow treés or thickets these concealed 

Their exquisitely woven nests; where lay 

Their callow offspring, quiet as the down 

On their own breasts, till from her search the dam 
With laden bill returned, and shared the meal 
Among her clamorous suppliants, all agape; 

Then, cowering o’er them with expanded wings, 
She felt how sweet it is to be a mother. 

Of these, a few, with melody untaught, 

Turned all the air to music within hearing, 
Themselves unseen; while bolder quiristers 

On loftiest branches strained their clarjion«pipes, 
And made the forest echo to their screams 
Discordant, —— yet there was no discord there, 

But tempered harmony; all tones combining, 

In the rich confluence of ten thousand tongues, 

To tell of joy and inspire it Who 

Could hear such concert, and not join in chorus? 
Bot SF, 


—-JAMES MONTGOMERY, 





The Black Tern. 


(HYDROCHELIDON, LARIFORMIS. ) 


—_— 












HE. Black Tern is 
one of ‘the “most 
abundant summer 


residents the 


marshes and lakes in 


among 


this locality aud is 


also one of the most 


== graceful of birds on 
the wing. Though 


not a bright-colored 





ery beautiful species 


eS In the 














the 








TE 
Black Tern may be seen in great numbers 
over some lake or other body of water, flying 


spring 





ae pet, oe: Re 
around screaming, and dipping their bills 
into the water after their prey. 


can sometimes be seen at one time, and if one 


Hundreds 


isshot, great numbers will hover ina bunch 


over their fallen comrade in the water, 

Later in the season they cannot, generally, 
be seen in such Jarge flocks, being scattered 
around in different sloughs attending to the 
In 


sloughs only one pair may be found breeding, 


duties and cares of incubation, some 
while other sloughs seem to have from two to 
fifty pairs. They seem to prefer grassy and 
reedy sloughs, in which the nest is placed in a 
little open spot of water, Thenest is gen- 
erally an almost flat mass of grass, reeds, moss, 
mud, etc., raised a little above the surface of 
The ‘eggs 
placed ona small elevation on the center of 
The 
not seem to be deterred from nest-building 


are 


cal 


the water, and often floating. 


the mass, hollowed out slightly. do 


by proximity to houses or passing railway 
(rains. 


The Black Tern will frequently fy around 
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following aman who is plowing, presumably 
turned 
They are frequently re- 


on the lookout for worms that are 
up by the plow. 
warded for their service by being knocked 
down and kijled with awhip at such times, 

If a person wades into a slough in which 
Black Terns are nesting, he .will soon be 
greeted by their loud screams and they will 
hover overhead and the nearer the nest is, 
the greater will be the noise. 

My first acquaintance with the nesting of 
this species was on June 21 and 22, 18go, 
when I found two or three nests, each con- 
The same time I also 


captured a young tern, in the downy plumage, 


taining one fresh egg, 


Since then I have found fresh eggs on the 
June 7, 92, 1egg; July 9 
s; June 3, ’93, one of 2 and one of 
3 eggs; ca 10; °93,.2 and. 9 eres iune ie 
94, 3 eggs. On June 6th, 1894, as I was 
walking along the railroad track, where it 
some Black Terns 
flew quite close to my head, screaming, which 


follewing dates: 
"92, 2 egg 


passed through a slough, 


led me to suppose there was a nes‘ in the 
slough; I waded through it, but did not find 
a nest, though the bird made noisy demonstra- 
tions, As I was coming out I saw a solitary 
Tern hovering in the air and finally she 
I waded over 
to the spot where she went down, and was 


rewarded by seeing three eggs reposing on a 


dropped quietly into the grass, 


floating nest, The eggs were advanced in 


incubation, On the 16th day of June, 1894, 


I found a nest containing three eggs nearly 
ready to hatch, This nest was in a very 


unusual] situation, being ona piece of low 
ground quite a little distance from the water. 
It was composed of a few weeds placed in a 
circular form,. This was the only nest I have 
The 
same day I found another nest floating in 
The nest contain- 
ed one young Tern and another one was in the 


ever found that was noton the water, 
water, about two feet deep. 
water about a foot from the nest, They were 
sovered with soft down, and looked like young 


chickens, but smaller; light brown above, 
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grayish below; with about a dozen black spots 
on the back; bill black with a smal] white 
spot on tip. While I was examining the 
young ones the old Terns would come very 
close to me, flying two or three rods away, 
then turning and dashing down within a foot 
of my head nearly every time, and two or 
three times striking my hat. 

From the above data it is evident that the 
Black Tern raise two broods ina season in 
this locality, the first set being deposited in 
the latter part of May or first of June, and the 
second set in July. The eggs show a remark- 
able variation in size, shape, and coloration, 
no two sets being alike, but all eggs from the 
same set are similar, They vary from clay 
color to greenish and dark-yellowish brown 
in ground color, thickly spotted over the whole 
surface with large blotches of dark brown and 
black. The markings sometimes form a con- 
tinuous black band around the larger end, 
About August, many specimens are seen hav- 
ing a patchy appearing plumage, as many 
birds have white spots, especially on the back 
of head and neck. At that time of the year, 
they areseenin company with birds of the 
same size, but of a whitish color underneath, 
which may be the young of the year or possibly 
another species, 

In this vicinity, I have heard this 
bird called by any name but ‘Slough Gull,” 


never 


the name of Black Tern being employed only 
by the technical ornithologist, 
RupoLPH M. ANDERSON, 
Forest City, Lowa, 
Winnebago Co, ’ 





Eastman, 





Fred of Omaha, Nebraska, 
writes that he saw the English Sparrow in 
a snow storm on the summit of Pike’s Peak 
(14,000 feet) August 2oth, last, 


A quail’s nest was found some time since, 
ona farm in Kansas, and among her brood 
were lwo domestic Plymouth Rock chickens, 
She has, strange to say, foresaken her own 


offspring and gone with the adopted ore: 
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ARCHAEOLOGY OF OREGON CITY. 


vitate ads of Wonderful 


Workmanship. 


Stone 





Tliustrations of a Few of the Peculiar 
Arrowpoints in the Private Museum 
of H. C. Stevens, the Only Com- 


plete Collection of Oregon Ar. 
rowpoints 


in HKxistence. 















mer O CAL 
evidences 
are abund- 
ant to prove 
= ON that Or e- 
City 


for 





—— 


Sens 


SSS SS fighting 
center. OL 

ane autoch: 
thones, Close to the 


==mouth of the Abernethy 


broek there was a permanent village of con- 
siderable size. The refuse found there Jeaves 
no doubt of this, In the river bank 10 feet 
from the surface, a half inch seam of charcoal 
is found every three or four inches upward, 
for eight feet. On the edge of Abeinethy 
creek al] the seams slope into one seam six 
feet thick. 
an abundance of human bones 


These layers of charcoal contain 
and of large 
and small game, and vertebrae of fish, Over 
all these deposits lie two feet'of vegetable 
chocolate-colored mould mixed with sand. 
In the face of the opposite bank, directly 
across, like deep traces of refuse and charcoa] 
are found, indicative of Jorg human habita- 
tion. Unless there were overflows, the superfi- 
cial layer of soi] must have been a Jong time 
forming, indicating that the noble siwash 
rarely but sometimes shifted the habitat of 


his dried salmon and tribal gods, and_ prob- 


I] 
ably the shift was made either because the 
gods became frenzied with anger, or because 
the villages were wiped out by the war-club 
and the faggot, Floods, no doubt, sometimes 
drove them away, 

The most 
prosperity of barbarism at this point is the 


unmistakable evidence of the 


vast deposit of arrowheads found on the low 
river banka short distance north of the mouth 
Here about 130,000 
perfect arrowheads have been found and 200,- 


of Abernethy creek, 
000 imperfect and broken ones, and enough 
specimens of rock of which the arrows were 
made, beside flakings, are remaining to macad- 
Near The Dalles, on 
the Columbia, also very perfect specimens of 
arrowpoipts have been fonnd. 


amize a road a mile, 


The deposits 
of Abernethy creek naturally make a bank at 
its mouth in the bed of the Willamette, 
it is 


and 
said that on account of theshallow thus 
produced, there the river was usually forded 
by the Indians, As it was a spot of strategic im- 
portance, battles would occur here oftener 
than elsewhere, ‘This fact may partially ac- 
count for the large number of arrowpoints 
scattered here. In Canemah, ata low spot 
on the eastern bank a half mile above the 
falls, also about 10,000 arrowheads were 
found, but no flakings of manufacture, and 
locks were built, on the west 
shore of the Willamette, many thouands were 
scattered about and an abundance of flakings, 


where the 


as though here had been a politica] armory of 





the red men—but they are covered by 20 
feet of dump from the excavation of the canal. 
Archeeologists express the opinion that the 
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arrowheads found around Oregon City are 
superior to any found eleswhere in the United 
States, excelling in beauty and finish. 

A personal examination of the beautiful 
and valuable museum ofrare and unique ar- 
rowpoints, collected by H. C, Stevens, of 
this city, certainly surpasses anything of its 
kind on the coast, They are made from bril- 
lant semi-precious stones, some being clear 
as crystals, The majority are made of quartz 
and obsidian, although many are made-of 
clear and opaque obsidian, red, yellow-and 


green jasper, ecarnilian, chalcedony, moss 





agate, chalcedony and jasper mixed, grey 
quartz, petrified, agatized and opalized wood 
The 
picked up here and there, on the mountains 


and of slate, ‘raw’? material was 
and plains by the Indians, 

[n the collection of atrowpoints are many 
patterns, being of various widths and lengths, 
The 


however, are barbed on hoth sides, although 


as per illustrations. greater number, 
some,.are barbed on only one side, others are 
two-pointed, double barbed, treble barbed, 
double notch barbed, one barb notched, serrat- 
ed, triangular, indented stem, etc., the entire 


assortment presenting a glaring appearance. 
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The workmanship on these arrowpoints is 
exquisite, and it is understood that Oregon is 
the only region where such species is found, | 
especially the sma]] bird arrowpoints. Some 
of the bird points measure .25 of an inch in 
length, and are so delicate that they can read- 
ily be broken to pieces by the fingers, and 
some of these specimens are serrated, the 
serrations hardly visible to the eye without aid 
of a microscope, and, also to illustrate their 
Smal] size, Mr. Stevens has a tray 6x 12> 
Inches which is not half covered with the 


arrowpoints, although the tray contains 165, 
Yr Epitor, 


Nesting Habits of the Least Vireo. 


(V, PUSILLUS, ) 


I EAN a 
this bird 
to be 
quite a 
com-. 
ae Oa” 
res i- 
dent in 
: - 
locality, but owing to its retiring habits, 
it is seldom noticed by one not familiar with 
This species nests quite abundant- 
ly in this section, The nest is closely wo ven 
and composed of fine strips of grass, pieces 





its song, 


of leaves, vegetable fibres, small strips of bark 
and sometimes bits of paper, covered with 
spider webs, and lined with finer grasses and 
fibres and sometimes down, 
One peculiarity of the Least Vireo is that 
it will invariably commence singing when 
its nest is approached, where they are almost 
constantly during the incubating period. 
There is quite a variation in the size and 
marking of the eggs, They are of a crystalline 
white ground color, marked principally at 
the larger end with reddish brown specks, 
Sometimes these eggs are marked plainer 
than others, although they are sometimes un- 
marked. ‘The average size of ten sets is 
70X47. VircIL W, Owen, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
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Swamp Life. 


Six WEEKS IN 
BRIEFLY 


AN ARKANSAW SWAMp— 
OUTLINED BY WILL 
RAMBLER. 


A person standing on one of those nu- 
merous little knolls found so abundantly 
throughout that “sunken district’? along the 
Mississippi river in southeastern Missouri and 
northeastern Arkansas, might have seen a 
boat, pulled by an elderly man with long hair 
and unshaven face, clad in a cotton shirt and 
a pair of blue jean pants and wearing one of 
those broad-brimmed straw hats, working his 
way hither and thither among the cypress 
trees of the swamp. In the back seat facing 
the oarsman sat a young man probably thirty 
years of age, dressed in a suit of corduroy, 
wearing a felt hat and a pair of hip rubber 
boots. Occasionally he would stand up and 
push the buat along witha pole he carried, at 
which times the other man would stop rowing, 
After getting the boat in a, position, that 
seemed to suit his fancy, he would pick up a 
peculiar long-handled insttsment from the 
bottom of the boat, and after working it 
a while on the bottom of the swamp, he 
would draw it up 
and deposit what- 
ever it brought up 
in a bucket in the 
Thus they 
work away for a 
while until they 
are lost 
but let 


boat, 


to view; 


fol- 


us 





low them, 


“Get anything new that time, professor?” 
querried the elderly man, 


cas merenis a peculiar shell; I 
wonder what it is.’’ 
Ah! We have now found out what is the 


cause of these peculiar actions, The youngey 
of the two men isa Naturalist dredging the 
bottom of the swamp for specimens which 


may be there. 
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“Tt’s most noon professor, hadn’t we better 
eat nuw,”’ saidthe man after a few moments 
silence, 

“So it is,’’ said the Naturalist, examining 
his watch, “I had most forgotten that I ever 
ate, 

Taking a basket that lay in the front end 
of the boat he pulled a piece of cloth off of 
the top and they began their noon-day meal, 
It consists of bacon and black or brown bread, 


I’m glad you mentioned it,”’ 


which is made of corn meal and is about the 
only grain food we see in this place. 

The afternoon passes rapidly away, the pro- 
fessor often securing new specimens, and is 
hardly ready to leave when the guide warns 
him of a night in a swamp, 

Poeling and rowing. we soon reach a little 
island, on which is a hut constructed of 
cypress logs, Half a dozen boys of vari- 
ous ages are lying around, but get up and 
come to the water’s edge to see what we 
have brought. After straining the mud out 


of the pails we go into supper, which, fora 


‘change, consists of the same kind of bread, 


salt side pork and molasses. On this diet we 
fed for six long weeks, living in a one-room 
hut with the rest of the family, 

I can assure you that I was thoroughly 
tired of black bread, salt pork and molasses 
before I got away from there, and I never 
ate a better meal than the first one I got after 
leaving that swamp, and how the people did 
look at me while I ate, 

But to go back to che swamp and follow us 
through all our rambles, navigations and 
collecting trips of all sorts would indeed 
be monotonous for many readers, but to me 
it was one of the happiest and most successful 
trips of my life. Many rare and beautiful 
specimens of shells, eggs, skins, insects and 
plants now grace my collection that would 
not, but for those profitable six weeks in 
the swamp, 





A party once found a nest of the 
Yellow hafted Flicker containing 
19 young ones, alive and in good 
condition, 
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THE PENCIL. 

Wr most sincerely thank our 
patrons for the reception given 
our, vaper~ in the way of. kind 
words, contributions and — sub- 


scriptions, and will endeavor to show 
our appreciation fcr their generosity 
by making the Orecon NatTurRAL- 
ist as useful and instructive as 


v-ossible. It is evident, however, 
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that some responsibility is placed 
upon our readers in the way of 
sending in their accounts of colleet- 
ing trips for publication, which 
is interesting reading for our nature- 
loving friends, 
* 
Can you do better than to sab- 


scribe for the Oregon NatuRALIsT 
for the amount invested ? 


Any items of incidents on natural 
history you may have in mind, send 


in for publication as they will 
interesi others, 
* 

A sMALL collection if prepared by 
ourselves, is to us, an object of 
greater pride and of more value 
than the finest collection in the 
world. 

% % 
% 


THERE was a typographical error 
in last issue in the article on Stel- 


ler’s Jay, by A. L. Pope, MeMipn-— 
ville, Or. In the second paragraph 
a clause read—‘‘which was 50 feet 
high,” and it should have read *‘15 
feet high.” 
* % 
x 


Wer are in receipt of the ‘Nidolo- 
gist”, devoted to the study of birds, 
their nests and eggs, pee at 
Alameda. California, by H.R. Tay- 
lor, which proves to be one of the 
very neatest in make-up and typo- 
graphical appearance of natural 
history periodicals. Subseription 
price is $l a vear., . 


* * 
% 


Oxkr of the greatest mistakes a 
young collector can commit is to 
overleok the objects at home, which 


lie beside his door and which 
he can lay his hands on at any 
time, and obtain, many times at 


great expense, specimens from other 
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countries, Although tbese may far 
suvercede in beauty and as curiosi- 
ties the rocks, plants, ete., nearer 
home, they serve the young collector 
no speciai purpose ooly as curiosi- 
ties. 


na 
x o 
* * 


Ww have received letters fron 
several expressing the opinion that 
25 cents is not enough for this 
paper a year, and also say that with 
the wood engravings that are con- 


tained in each issue the paper 
is well worth $1 a year. Now, 
if you desire to show your appre- 
Pmtop, soet ‘your: frienils: (as 
rearly every naturalist has many) 
to subscribe, 
As Others See Us. 
The “following are a few of the many 


unsolicited testimonials received since the 
first issue of this paper: 


* * 
* 


Des MoINEs, IoWA. 
G. Bb. CHENEY, Oregon City, Ore. 
Editor OREGON NATURALIST, 

DEAR SiR:—The first number of the O. N. 
received and to say that I am pleased with it 
would hardly express my appreciation of the 
work. I know of nothing that comes from 
a state or section of country more interesting 
to the naturalist than your journal, 


Respectfully, LETSON BALLIET. 


ALBION, N, Y. 
DEAR Sir: —An examination of the O. N. 
convinced me that it is well worth the support 
of every person for whom it is intended, 
May it live long and prosper beyond its pub- 
lishers most sanguine expectations. 
Faithfully, FRANK H. LATTIN. 
* 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA. 
Your nice little magazine received in due 
time and have read every piece in it with great 
pleasure, Yours respectfully, 
Rosr, W, WILLIAMS, Jr. 
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NEWTON, Mass, 
DEAR Sir:—Received sample copy of the 
O. N. and find it very interesting and re- 
markably free from typographical errors. 
Enclosed please find 25c¢ for my subscription, 

Yours Truly, GLOVER M, ALLEN 
% i % 

MCMINNVILLE, OREGON. 
A copy of the O, N. at hand and am 
very much. pleased to think a natural 


history paper has been started on the 
coast and am further pleased by its neat 


appearance, ARTHUR IW PORE, 
“ * % 
RITZVILLE, WASH, 
Sample copy of Vol. 1 No, 1 of the 


O. N. received and I congratulate you on 

your new enterprise, and am also glad to 

see a work of its kind started on the Pacific 

coast. Enclose find money for subseription. 
~ Yours very truly, 


FRANK STEWART, 
GAINES, N. Y, 
Vol. 1 No. t of the OREGON NATURALIST 
at hand and am more than pleased with it. 
I wish you the best of success with your new 
enterprise and I most earnestly hope that all 
who are interested in the study of natural 
science will follow my example by sending 
in the 25c for a year’s subscription. 
Yoursdresp’y) Waku WIR Th. 








“A Musical Concert.” 


NE Sunday afternoon, 
while sitting on the front 
porch, I noticed a few 
enihye of some small birds. I did 
not at first pay much attention to 
them, but in a few minutes the 
chirps turned into shrill screams 
and that attracted my attention 
su I then looked to see what wa 
the excitement. 

In a wild olive tree, about 15 
feet from the porch, was a little 
Florida Screech Owl, and this was 
what the birds were after. I took 
great interest in watching ‘them 
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and the Ow! watched Mg, not seem- 
ing to pay any attention to the 
numerous birds which were after 
him. 

IT counted the birds as nearly as 
possible and discovered 11 different 
birds after the Owl, viz: Florida 
Blue Jay, Brown Thrasher, Cardi- 


nal, Tufted Titmouse, Wood 
Thrush, Red-Rellied Woodpecker , 
Mockingbird, Catbird, which is 


very rare here; Florida Wren, and 
two other small birds of which I 
do not know the vames. Of 
ccurse the Jays were:leading the 
conceit. 

After this bad gone on about 
wn hour the owl flew away and it 
was a fine sight to see the birds 
follow him. Ido not know where 
he went but I do know he had no 
peace tili it grew dark, as the Jays 
will fight Hawks or Owls ali day if 
they stay in sight. About one 
month «go I shot a hawk and _ it 
lodged in the fork of an oak. The 
birds fought at it two days, 
when.a rain came and washed. it 
out of a tree. 

RoBErRT W. WILLIAMS, Jr. 

Leon Co. Tallahassee, Fla. 





Nesting of the Cerulean Warbl r in 
Orl ans County, N. Y. 


On Jute 28i1h, 1894, T had’ the 
rare good luck to find a set of eggs 
of the Cerulean Warbler. On 
climbing the tree in which I saw 
the nest I found it to~ contain 
three of the nicest eggs of a 
greenish-white color, speckled with 
reddish-brown and lilac, chiefly at 
the larger end, that J ever saw. 
The average size was .70 x 52. The 
nest was in a small hickory tree 
about 20 feet from the ground an 1 
about three feet from the bedy of 
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the tree. The nest was three inches 
in diameter and 1} inches dee). 
and constructed of fine grasses 
and heir, interwoven with spider 
webs and covered on the outside 
with grey-colored lichens. This is 
the first instance ever reported, us 
far as [ am able to ascertain, of 


this bird nesting in Orleans 
county. W. J. Wier, 
Gaines, N. Y 


OrJeans Co. 





The Western M-adow Lark. 
(STURNEFLA NEGLECTA ) 


MONG the 
song birds 
of Dakota 
none have 
_more corn- 

pletely won 

my interest 
and admira- 
than the 
et. meadow lark of 
> x the West, Popu- 

f Yee’ larly calleu a lark, 

\ ™“ he is really a men - 

\ber—and that, too, an 

“important one—of the 

American starling family, which 

includes the orioles, and is quite 

different from the starlings proper, 

He is the warbler PAR EXCELLENCE 

among all the varieties of song- 

ctere that in this region have come 
under my notice, and [I doubt if 
the “lark of the poets,” (ALAUDA 

ARVENsIS) is more than a rival 

of this wondrous singer of the 

plains. The soaring lark may have 
greater lung power, but hardly ean 
his tones be more clear and liquid, 
or hts repertory of songs contain 

a more yaried selection. He is 

certainly inferior in — personal 

beauty, aud he sings as he flies, 





» @ tion 





while the meadow 


‘offer in cash, 
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larks of. the 
West, makes : ny convenient post, 
rook, or tuft of grass or weeds his 
stage, and ere sings. to you by 
the hour. However sight the 
technical joints in aie this 
sov.ester may differ from the 
Wastern meadow lark, the difference 


‘iM sot'g is certainly very marked, 


ws 1oted bv. all observers since 
Audubon. While there is) much 
greater variely there is a’so a qual- 
ity (TIMBRE) in his tones would 
make them seemalmost cut of place 


in ap Eastern grove or meadow. 


He is possessed of a wild, in- 
describle quality that is in strict 
keeping with the nature of — his 


haunts—mountain vaileys which 
are rude and_ retired, and the 


treeless, half-dreary, semi barbaric 
pleins of the West. He is heard 
most frequently in the twilight, 
whether of morn or eve; but 


‘during pairing time his song may 


be heard the wlo'e day long, 
Wah, 
_ Turon, S. Dek. 


Oregon Hess for Sale! 











=A Peautihully-< mérk mi Ped secon sec See set 
if the SCOTY- GROUSE (1-10) for best 
Also. first-class small-holed 
singles, with data, of the following species 
post-paid at prices named. O.ders under 
§O0c of accepted: Sty Grouse 30c, Ore- 
gon Ruffed Grouse zoc, Tri-Coloied Black - 
bird 5c, Western Meadow Lark 5c, Gambel’s 
Sparrow 5¢, Oregon Junco 20c, Oregon Tow- 


‘hee toc, Vivlet-Green Swallow 15c, Am. 


Dipyer soc, Parkman’s Wren §c, Oregon 
Chicadce 15c, Russet-Backed Thrush 5c, 


Western Robin 5c, Western Bluebird 5c, 
Mongolian, Pheasant 15c, 


ARTHUR L. POPE, 
McMinnville, Oregon. 





Important 


Announcement! 


You wil want a copy of the NIDIOLOGIST 
for Septzmber (Vol. 2 No, 1), for it is a 
great “number, profusely illustuated, — It 
contains a_ half-tone portrait of Frank H. 
Lattin, never before seen by Oologists, and. 
as all his friends must have a c opy we have 
reduced the price of a ‘‘sample’’? FoR THIS 
ISSUE from Toe to 5c, cash or stamp». The 
NID. is the handsomest magazine of bird life 
ever published in America, and only $1 a 
years The illustrations (half tones direct 
from life) are unique, and the articles all by 
foremost American writers. Hundreds es 
testimonia] letters, Egbert Bagg, Utica, 

Y. says: ‘Enclosed find renewal of A: 
scription, Let me cong~atulate you upon the 
great success you nave made. I doubt if 
anything to equal it has ever been done by 
private enlorpiiec in your field—certainly not 
in this country.”’. This from R. M. Dalrvm- 
p:e, Baxer City, Oregon: ‘I have received 
several copies of your excellent magazine, 
and think ita first-class article, and. grea ly 
to be desired by those especially interested in 
Oology. I am a taxidermist and feel that 
your magazine is a great help to the cause,”’ 
Write soon to Hy Re PAY BOR, 
Editor NIDIOLOGIST, 
Alameda, Calif, 


INDIAN REL.CS 


Arrowheads. MINERALS, 
} BIRDS’ EGGS 


COINS, -SHEELS.: and s€URTOS. > ‘Taxis 
dermal work to order, We invite corres- 
pondence from parties in want of Oregon 
material of any kind, D, M. AVERILL 
& CO,, 386 Morrison St., Por lind, Oregon, 


100.. NVESTED, pays a 
moithly ividend of $15, 


You can invest #ny amount over 
$20. Further information — tree. 
THR Romina DD. hse Cos 
South Bend, Indiana. 











f£HE MICROSCOPE 
Contains pictures of minute objects magni- 
fied from 50 to 5000 diameters, A neat 
monthly magazine for $1 per year, Sample 
copy for 8 cents in stamps, 
MICROSCOPICAL PUBLISHING -CO., 
WASHINGTON, D, C, 
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2000 New Subscribers Wanted! 


— FOR ' 


—— ums? 






















And in order to obtain them we make the following: ‘ltberare ae 
inducement : oie 


To the persons sending in the largest number of subs scriptions — AO ae 
the Oregon NaturAauist before the 25th day of November 1894, we — ae 
will send postpaid the following prizes: ea ra 


Ist. Set 4 Chestinut-Collared Longspur, with da‘a. 


2c. One Dozen Fine Steroz:copic Views of Oregon Scenery. 


3d. One Oological Specimen of each the American Eared Greba, a 
- Chestnut-Collared Longsypur aud Prairie Horned Lack. 


Ath One-half Dozen Steroscopic Views of Oregon Scenery. iss a 


Ath. To the Next Rive. ats Views Each. _ a 


6th. To the Next Twelve, aye View Each. 


Prizes willbe promptly forwarded November Be 


oe 25th, 1894, to the lucky winners, and their nis * Ps % 
viet: a tes will be published in the December issue. = 
F% ae a Z 


your friends to SUBS RIBS! 














I Tltgecr oil give MINERALS, FOSSILS, INDIAN 
& RELICS, SHELLS, Etc., for QREGON 


Y ARROW POINTS. Send stamp tor priced 3 és 
Catalogue, ; ey > a 
at wane! q f y ‘ : o 
i BLACK JIILLS NATURAL HISTORY 


ESTABLI ISHMENTD, Deadwood, South Dak « 
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